
The Wednesday Reader 

January 31, 2024 

Please note, I am trying out a new system for the Wednesday Reader this morning.  

 

Tomorrow, February 1 is the Deadline for Several Key Events 

Tomorrow, February 1, is the deadline for several key events/items related to Career & 

Technical Education and Business Education. 

Montana Perkins State Plan Survey: The State of Montana is asking you for your help in 

developing the state's vision and goals for career and technical education and workforce 

training. This survey will take five minutes or less to complete.  

  

WBEA's Professional Development Leadership Training (PDLT): The PDLT is a great 

opportunity for S/T/P leaders, and those identified as future/potential leaders, to learn more 

about the Business Education profession and the role the National Business Education 

Association (NBEA), WBEA, and the local S/T/P associations play in the development and 

support of Business Educators and the profession of Business Education. Participation is 

open to anyone interested in taking advantage of this unique professional development 

opportunity by completing the PDLT application. The 2024 PDLT will be held during the 

WBEA 2024 Conference in Eugene, February 15-18, on Saturday morning at 7:30-9 am; 

breakfast will be provided. 

  

ACTE Region V Early-Bird Registration: The ACTE Region V 2024 Conference will 

be held n Honolulu, April 9-12, at the Ala Moana Hotel in downtown Waikiki. The early-

bird registration rate is $475 which includes tour options for Wednesday, April 10; breakfast 

each morning Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday; lunch on Wednesday; and receptions 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. If the 2024 conference is your first time attending an 

ACTE Region V conference, apply for a First Timer’s stipend of $450. 

 

  

Strengthening Career & Technical Education for the 21st Century Act (Perkins V) 

Public Hearing Notice  

The Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education (OCHE) and the Office of Public 

Instruction (OPI) will jointly conduct public hearings for updates made to the 2024 Perkins 

State Plan. The purpose of a hearing is to afford all segments of the public and interested 

organizations an opportunity to present their views and make recommendations to the plan 

to be submitted to the federal Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education (OCTAE) for 

approval. 

 

 

 

https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2z3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3n0W6Y6-7w5zwy9QW1dYVXn6JxsRJW32zvWd85Mj_PVVFVJ621H9qvW44rBVh6nqgqCW4t7tCy7hvpJ-W5cGwX621Gt2qW6BY1G624N3TJW2vtDRt2XZ5Z5W7VXgqf1DRr_VW3b7-vG1HBMD6W96rfKq3S0-VLW5cPXyM7XbPGLW65NSJ557B8VzW2S4_RS1zzRmkW8LQ_5g5kdVzZW9kNDT47Qx9t_W2XD5Xr7QXM4MW3FpR9M6lfr_JW8Cl2MZ5-LtLzW6DrXt77yxPLfW5VlYWv9fXxmyW2Cy0Sv251Gf-W9kJcSg4CrzTZVRqn2c2qdj41W4sB13W34X_H9f6QSzgR04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B145kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3pWW3sWgZt1kV04kVhDylM5HmWPJW1lD3ZB6cBrLBW5fjzvb8SF9vMW43MNVq2-pnQdW2F7Zhg48KmytVh4Vnz89mmhkW5J4pCT1cQV27W8GX-0b7Jgv77W33HMVN32ygWpW3Vsnvj2N9BvbW2N3hDm5bBtVHN3kXYB2Sn9lpW7Dxz6g2Dpx6WVR30vt8X3MY8W1vBT854BZG1SVy1mqH8_rB9vVXWq9h2H1d3BW6y1RLQ428WQsW3Wk5c86qzwHNW3Y0DZC6BYrJ4W1cTCj34S5JvzW9hslY16r9fswV-kHT_3HCc60Vdc4H-6BsyrxW4q91CX2Q6BVmW6XNZdB5sh8T1W8wQHr656hmp4W9c0-S32z-CRzVzrgTX2cbPStW2fbKtg5-BY6TW6CXVTZ98xZDzdWTjM004
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3mtN3GMbX_bP3J8W65-qLW3mCn5xW61crB-8MrfyQW73Fc1g7Dvp-MW4kMB3Y8PHbdZVJs0LS2FRy8lW5wBtSF71JPP8W1SSl4b7hK3vKN5F1FS1j2RCbW8Hns3b2HBJ1ZW3C3yT43kTZ0xW7Kf-1S7qh5SpW4lzZMz69Vxj_N7DxhqfJQyTDW3nBS9n3WDQtvW2496m99kB0FyW1NXMf_6xDK1_N4Y6VmGzcXWxW9kQgYJ2THq6LW1YM2kd4N8p62W8Kkhh596f2QjW3g-rks25T6HNf9cL3b004
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2z3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3lGW1-6--n77dg64W4jDrhw2ccRstW98lYmR8L3T5NW9kppwQ7Vrkh2W4Kz-1M6-Z7gkW4Tz0jP8V4NLPW8YstWX4bn-cnW53Cfh92FNdwvW27QpPj7XkpzhW7L_6Sf5KJ659W1ys4Rv2xVmHRVw53Z2730GytW72hXq66v9VRxW3z6SCs9dyKtLW67xwql7w1WMJN3SYnyDXDrQQVSv_PL2xVt6WT-6jc1nzY3nW2DhMnm3tv3pPW1QjWtl6rGYFBW2B-W266nHkgJW2PjkX-8zDpmgW9c9sSN1msslNW5HP1nC1cSKqxVk5Zhn97__rKW7r05VH1rSvd0f164mtT04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B383m2ndW95jsWP6lZ3kLW3tFGLY2S5B4SW87fKzb3z3R3qN7_Pf4pcjrwMW7ndVZf4wv9lTW21TN_h57lTVTW598ch03k6Vd_W7Pq8Bc8tbLvfW6MjwJf8w5XZ3W8xvnPy1qr7ZfVV8Q8178dxzWW21bwMJ1YZ2VxW4H1HBz64H-ZgW6B8DMl82NRWrW3ztz-68HGl_HVJbq0H5f19_fW92LFpy4mclPMW7kTLnH7YbMlwW15VJYk2QlZqnW8k2v1s23Kr1_W4tnP_Y4-PZnLW3zsdXZ99PJ4nW7kSv2S98BmM7W2lZw605wyfmzW851G-H7q1KR-W997mt_6Gyz0hVL4_308SntLnW8Wc7p54YdCHvW82Mwrr8wTsCpW8tzJD23FBCjSW5WqzhX2jGmX6f5cHgvx04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B383m2ndW95jsWP6lZ3kCW2nm55F5lGfpHW38zMYz7vvGpDN7DqDhR5fWfJVyjmbc6K6qqVW6CYktZ4C2Yp0W5-Tyhx6-6sY0W44Z2Rr8bJjG2N1FHSgJc-hwvW7C3cr_6lGhh3N2kfnv2Mj7jDN1gRj9ThH36wW9lqNvD2HBd2-VG3JM43fXN-qW2Xtq0_22ZkM4W4yMcSg4gYW6bW8RJ2Lg92ZgJ4W8-J1f01-JRWWW9l6tlk4hwrDZW1zGXHh4c54nCN5RlDcgtL46qW1H3Py91StqCQW5BpX1-2Wfr3wW6Q79H56f44ngW5F9CXl55RFblW3pl3hV4BP8QFV8XSs_2pytYGW925M-R8tpcG-W8KHpdW5cp28HN83020SXWC4hW7YggCw8SHwqVdvqKpb04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3q5V5Zr6g6gWxGFVzMbNt3SY2C-W4NFLhv5K2c2vW7W57-71VqZ3FW7cnNp95hBVYvW3ryNcS31Wcw8W3D0CwS6hq2WVW94tZ4M2jbWnZW2f0vpt8JgYSLW42Jcv13Z4bfqW5bX3xj50H_2lW85fDb34yMVd-W8GDYhy6H1z-NW112tl04Lv889W6Dv6Jj5Ps_KlW85KTHY8NW44kW7KPwnb7Fv03ZN3dXww5W-CHVW1kN0Qc8JpQZRW3bHZC-5bQT_tW3qL2qx5y_c30W7ypK695QL0j_W4654JT4RGxwxW723Thz5dMbPzf1mQRhg04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3q5V5Zr6g6gWxGFVzMbNt3SY2C-W4NFLhv5K2c2vW7W57-71VqZ3FW7cnNp95hBVYvW3ryNcS31Wcw8W3D0CwS6hq2WVW94tZ4M2jbWnZW2f0vpt8JgYSLW42Jcv13Z4bfqW5bX3xj50H_2lW85fDb34yMVd-W8GDYhy6H1z-NW112tl04Lv889W6Dv6Jj5Ps_KlW85KTHY8NW44kW7KPwnb7Fv03ZN3dXww5W-CHVW1kN0Qc8JpQZRW3bHZC-5bQT_tW3qL2qx5y_c30W7ypK695QL0j_W4654JT4RGxwxW723Thz5dMbPzf1mQRhg04


--Public Hearing #1: Monday, February 8, 5:30-7 pm (MST) 

--Public Hearing #2: Monday, February 22, 530-7 pm (MST) 

 

Public hearings will begin with a briefing on significant changes to the State Plan and a 

timeline for the public hearings process, including follow-up after the hearing has been 

completed. Participants may present oral or written statements at the public hearing. 

 

Visit the OCHE Perkins State Plan website for more information about the public hearings 

and to access the Zoom links.  

  

 

  

Invest in Yourself with a Free Certification Course—NGPF Certification Cohort 41 

Now Open 

Registration for the Next Gen Personal Finance (NGPF) Certification Cohort 41 is now open. 

Cohort 41 begins February 12 with courses ending March 14 with an exam window March 

15-22. 

 

Cohort 41 will offer three (3) live courses—Behavioral Economics, Psychology of Money, 

Career—and one (1) on-demand course for Credit. 

 

Live courses will be offered on the following schedule. 

 

--Behavioral Economics: Tuesdays, February 13-March 12; 3-5 pm (MST) 

--Psychology of Money: Wednesdays, February 14-March 13; 3-5 pm (MST) 

--Career: Wednesdays, February 14-March 13; 5-7 pm (MST) 

 

The on-demand Credit course will be available February 12 with modules needing to be 

completed by March 13. 

 

Each live Certification Course combines nine hours of live virtual sessions focused on a core 

personal finance content area with a one-hour assessment exam. The whole course and 

exam window takes place over six weeks. 

 

For the on-demand courses, there will be four self-paced modules that will take two hours 

to complete and one self-paced module that will take one hour to complete. All five modules 

will be available on February 12 and must be completed by March 13. There will be no live 

instructor for the on-demand modules nor a review session. 

 

If you complete any of the NGPF training courses, work with your local district/school to 

receive OPI Renewal Units for your hours completing the course(s). 

 

For more information and to register for any of the courses, visit the NGPF Certification 

Courses page.  

 

 

 

https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3nvV_-j_74_pnLhW2C9Q5Q1SBqZbW4WRckN5zWj6bW7Wr1127TSjYzW8_jMKt42Vm_wW9lYW0j2KQzJZN7t2LM1zt5dtW1pCtl023DFJMW66sbjp8r4Gn8W17W1bd81RHK0W1hxhGQ7_mNvcW7bp7mw1tJbQSN464QW3JskDgW2cY-Mq3R279BW1WV2rl26h9bRW6KF8qv19TTcQW9kqxPM60wqXGN61-S7jsJDt_W27v8LV8K2s3SV85rF-5hcyVdW2-Lm1P70rXfHW62j1BT8Vhf0ZW4Dbpwk7L81x6W87Sn9c3Mgtypf8bhpC404
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3mnW6qBJFR8KWb3_W7DjDTM8VstgwW8w5VzJ61hl7VN70Xmqysh5cNVmM91x5wBcFMW2fwS_v81Vf31W1hkjHv5mx3XmVlsV573YK2yxW5nltcc2XHKkDW8flVzC2ST_2DW91hQyB1psKnHW43_F868fN9LMW8R3hLw82hPxqW6_tfCM2FFQnJW7LF2wy8x--yrV6bNzF4h8tPFW6sYmkM7LvFm9V9Ss8c7581jkW7Zw5rj5yV2XSW5V9YFz6RVjcJW4t2bXW2L_DwjW2v-BmF6_85wsf8TQYY404
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3m_W7l3tG93Xb2R-N7Wfhnt-Qhx5W1Vrf7Z829sPsV5Jjk88sSw_9W77y1z-11p-htW6RfGMW7L0z_BW6yrBjg8ycx0lW5y9MmH3P38PyW6m4yv935p6DnW1wMsPS5mSTXxVHGKVt2KrwQyVSQ2nk2b8sY_W5Bbb202Fkwm2W7-GK1h6dXMhqW11_HVZ63RKCrW3ZgHdD42hP2lVPDqlZ21lnDxVj8mzG3dSqVcW8cGyfQ9fvCFHW7TBBz42nW23VW5wKcjz92-blqW8F_7Y68CjcCZW68RNMj7f2Wc4W7s1Svz2rjY5-f6VMXlC04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2T3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3mWN9cYXG4DsJWMV6wkwf7wKbdkW5zSFX34m12JXW9dGmMZ277Pl4Vd7HhV6gg8TrW3SlJy46CW-ldW4t15Xt7BtVX6W7JVTD43rC6sLW8bjjbb1vdyb2W4P5BVL8qH2WKW612gx16890zjW1KKnJq3wfdTXW5Xq8lr7sPWKbN4wS4b77v0HZW4BTXyY41MTSpW3p2XKg8ZWdJGW1htR0v8hyVN1N3rJJwqGzr6pW29fhdm3SbT-2W7V6xSR57VFdwW1bgZl_1jBmhQW79ghWk8RTS6VW1SFzxX4dW8M7W3XChL76bGPL_W1-_j5_7VyKBmW6Nqk0Q9lgWfXW1GT3Yk4fWk1SW17WnzQ8j--K9f2vZ04004
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2T3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3lbW5-HM808wZp9yW12yY4h2l22qyW4zgbnb812sC_W1t0cTS57twX4W2Z9kbS3sbZLvN2xyGx0WMZ1WN5M9DzRWd0swW43ZPF31Z72m4W2_9HdD2zFV-bW6fYx2l7HhWLXW718Tzm6-3q8qN1MPdtvP4k-3W1ZVqvg3LbXCPN5KhBy3GcPZ-W2j7DyZ8K2fjvW7ZWx0H5ZZS1hW1jsK5D745W_hN5xskfnmhtgWW2JLhqp6rrgB4W7zGMWh3h3lQ0W2XqR9J7X2mcGW4f19dm155MzsW45BcFn7Fgk0xW84t7Vk6RThc_MfmP6yt_j1FW7mPM3k5Jfd4mN6hScCXY7Xg0W18yzBd2Ths7Df3brxmK04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2T3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3lgW9gKqjH776vPHW52FPcD4DmN6KW2BQShn2sZy8PW8kTHWY18xHf9VY7c8H1PbVcZW6W4FhS6Pds1xVtzX887NMDXZW83z5K77kRT1FW4j3XLF45SbtZN1gXL9y_by1XW5Spkn_4wKVh-W86bDV630mxmJV8zLVg2l92syW7TLMmF3vjG88W7B3hWN1B-Lz5W8FHNl698Bhd1W61BJcl7fXnTJN5Ncz7xH1nxnW93LzN96BwcS9N3V-pLL6qvTDVzFb-w66Hq2lW8_nSp28fppn4W5fGP9w83FbsNW7qV1cF79Y2bFW80jsPY67yl8PW8sc5K57gRmjRW1nDsQJ285VfBVbPr474BdGxWdTrqRs04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2T3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3myVlW0JN7gVbS3N275VwzFMhWnW8K-flS6nz5lYVRNKd29kGyJ5W35CQM05gvL_QW5gQ_nz1dSxvfW5dV4Ff95FrwnW6V7DXm6Ght8jW96Cwx212jq9KW53JmWg7cjmtfN7gfM8Q1scwfW7n3f7R6S3b8gW6QXH0f2pJnfwV-gjZd3BfrM3W4NYgGK5dWlMXVGMj3m3tSCVfW9cqT7K87RZ__W8Hw9jh4vb3TSW7md_WS2vBGjlW48XSy56StVL9N549xMKZ_pYSW41Q_3G6NCzQhVSVR2g7shX9NW892gQs8VrwLVW1LgKm53qvPDQW8m5Ctv4mjMcnN43fnb2Fb3HRW3Dtp7z5p5X91dNRnXP04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2T3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3kVW281cKG61pLd-W6Vvczv1wKZ2MW809j592FbJdDW95hZG-7Yws9tW6Hy53H3T8n92W8K9LWl2NYwzbN5fVsWFyhrYbW5BM4508ll96wW7SSXLh3fbtxKW4ld2nr6dSG6FW7SZ-_W4CdMSSW5nb8fc2PqmVzW1R987K713JbNW2cSvxf96FBPkW41CP8K8KXy0KW2qKDtJ2_QBZbW7svQvz5B-w6BW4NR5bq8_6rf1W56y00D4H7r5kW7tdjG56MJCcsW9bHMBL6Vl_3nW1qwx753zCbZJW8yjT3R2YVYC5VvYsbM3Xqbk4W8v99zf2jLR_MW5DnrP13tBbd9W38vsrt3-QGTfW8Xz1QW5lVfBjf5RWsS204
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2T3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3nsW8cFXV38mzF6MW54nYDD6vFn7CVcxyg_910_V5VS81_25FF4X_W2VDYHC82wRY0W2QKKrT6yK6B2W1KJkwz564xC7W7yj2j84pF6KbW8lkr5Z85DmCBW3hSFtV9g9h3jW4X1k_C1T0knBW4KvMVq8t95rMVhFvgm41wNyTW6j82kL13M1zKW1ywcm-2v7q83N1WjHzDDLCtBVWbR-x6yrTqcW8zHdtR1-797-V8hBQ47lfcxNW4WXlX4683nQMW4kmh2w5Mg9CBN58dHRLHMf9xW8jXk0r8KNmvxW8sF3J93R7lvJN446d2BvZ_c6W11r4jR8j9LcYW3qsRyn5f8Fq7W7zFSft39VRvdf3MhpZ204
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2T3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3lTW1dlQ8X2jxjMLVLzD976Tm2ZRW27hVRR57DTMmW66dFrv2q4lLWW4c-bpp12bCDHW3GDLDK5l-vLJW2vCG4-5-L5PMW30bYrh1w60w-N7z7WJ3NgllLVRjWSS5JM2D1W83h3mf372WM2W6xRxxS2rRwzwN7VVhgH5YNQ-W82l2vJ2Yz8wYW429BJ46f0qxnN1hnSzB4mCHbW3LcmH28hnhWFW8rJG4d1lHGKZW7xmD3L4s-x1gV88yJX2_F2P7W5ySbd926s6tCW1Ypgqr4Ps-Z3W1gZ_TJ6GMYQxW5Wlc9x5jnQ82W1Y4KcV2PJXJqW3YbcwF5j3ZhcW2gLmBC1l2dNKW1ynfFC8xs5zVf8fgspl04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2T3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3p1N89mP1pm77xwN7Gy5-ztCnpPVV_ds21hLmhHW83Kwws5y_YBfW8QTVS23TX_cDW9f54xT3CZHLHW90nlZq9gvBf5W5YnyRj7DlS89W6f7B2v50C8h0W7HGnGb9ckDKrW8NSS2516ZdtPW31TsFH975k76W23n23q8vCTrRVggjsX6KVR3pW13DyzM620G1XW6JpQN-8H3nvMW5R49g-8tL6RZTVxwZ4KnjPjW9k2BB_49538FN2hkK62bgZ-NW6C9xg172_QqlW4Szdrw5H_c1DW5MDDD21kzZ8HW6H1kp51VxxgSW5fRJdB7Z-FKpVxrj3s31-z8CVfGyCv8GN1xpW5Vltl94FJdMjf69KcRd04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3n8F1pL7Bs2hxcW2SY5GF5XLNyJW4fYnpV8q6SpDW3HP5-8823CVqN3c3ypj1Yzt2W5RChxq4L9bkkW5cgVMv2yCP3ZW5YFKl4760k-BW2F655_2LCSn8W2yx-6h1Bx-4GVky3FH6dlhjgVdmbyh5HVH_HW2Fg4L46qzN2-W1_Qrg82Fb2DyN8ch4tpjdyT0W8SCTMn3XPvH8N3dBHMtxVFtKW1XTqgF6RpyVrN7yrzd_GmC37VDkkrK288ZvPW6HjSHp5nsg8DW2fX7l15pLwwNW2qQLYJ7PvKHKW3jjjNB53Np8Ff3NCbnW04
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Scholarship Opportunities for Your Students & CTSO Members 

Horatio Alger Association scholarships range from certification to Doctorate and are worth 

$2,500 to over $52,000. General eligibility is AGI below $65,000, GPA 2+, and extra-

curricular and community service. Apply as a junior and/or senior in high school through 

application online. Can be used for both in and out of state schools. 

 

STAR a P.E.O. - International high school scholarship for $2,500. Family income is not part 

of the evaluation process. Process starts with being nominated by one of 81 chapters in 

Montana. Students should be a junior in High School, have a GPA of 3+, be a citizen of the 

US or Canada, plan to attend college (2 or 4 year) and exhibits excellence in leadership, 

extracurricular activities, and community service. Can be used for both in and out of state 

schools. 

 

Program for Continuing Education a P.E.O. - International nontraditional student scholarship 

up to $3,000. Process starts by being nominated by one of 81 chapters in Montana. 

Applicant should be a citizen of the US or Canada, enrolled in a certification or degree 

seeking program, has had at least 24 consecutive months as a non-student, and within 18 

months of graduating. Can be used for both in and out of state schools.  

 

Trading Beings Monday, February 5—Are Your Students Ready for The Stock 

Market Game? 

Hosted by the SIFMA Foundation in collaboration with the Montana Council on Economic 

Education (MCEE) and Glacier Banks, this competition has once again highlighted the 

importance of equipping our youth with practical financial skills and knowledge. The Stock 

Market Game allows students to delve into the intricate world of stock trading by investing 

a virtual $100,000 in real-time stock markets. Through this experiential learning platform, 

students gain invaluable insights into economics, finance, and the dynamics of the financial 

markets. 

 

How does the Stock Market Game work? 

 

Timing: A nine-week class simulation with first trades starting February 5 until April 12, 

2024, students/teachers have maximum flexibility to make trades at any cadence from 

weekly to daily. 

 

Who: The Stock Market Game curriculum, lessons, hands-on student activities, and virtual 

events combine content, critical thinking, research, and analytical skills in a real-world 

simulation. The online Teacher Support Center offers more than 1,000 lesson plans that 

reinforce Montana teaching standards, STEM requirements, and 21st century skills. The 

lessons and professional development opportunities for teachers are designed to help 

students learn the fundamentals of long-term saving and investing. Students enhance their 

knowledge in core curriculum subjects including math, language arts, economics, and social 

studies, and develop life skills such as financial preparedness, teamwork, and social-

 

https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3mPW53thLc5bb_RKW36N25l3zKHCdW7t_2bD9hWxmTW4v2qdQ3V6ltVW6-DSQk2vF4BZW2m5DLh1tT1gbW1b90wF35Tmh5VL-lCY5MlHz5W7PmBzq3TvD92W9lgcvx61PjwNVBNB1j4-J7hxW7pDq7T839vsFW2C7h616SKZd7N2MQ8XcH-HLBW6r_Krp5N_qB_N6Hl3x0BVyb9W7_2pWh8H308KW4T6QmT8Q5CldW58N3Xv1CKsSnVrqTM01kdRPcW2QYgt15wHSRbN9jlHNFX9hVDW3nScQH9kD7NfW5-KBCd33VTFXf3032qR04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2z3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3pKW2QmyfG3nsKK7W6rX-3G7h53qqW3_Lsdh1yMFwHW8VP7l-4NXCGrW2zsqx95BKjGyW7dMW0d7jXYCLW5wVnTR3LY6RgN4YQ5V1r3WD7W902WMx1TYXZwW49wR6t5fgFjrW1798Dc4bj6HWW4WrSNB7YKstdW72z4r87s0-TsW71HQFl74dWbtW2JNSSp5Y3sYPW8GKsN61ntmt5W1hmW738JgzsGW6SFt8q4cH58ZW6gfKyQ6LgPc8W5GJc2c171-TPW2MLFFD73yzHZW8zqlYS9gZ7nXW3D2y3m3szvmFW2KfRCm8qtrwpN8VGW7hrQY89W3pZLHF3PkfXsf7CqNyT04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2z3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3pyW1kS8-z8QcPZBW8L-vB97_VBhrW32QfHy4NmmdkN52kt0BHvKTpN3zVT0Bs30wcN2bcm3jlKRC8W6256Bs43ZC2LVLpgLs2kDPzHW8Vd0PY4fNwC-W3WzcpL6WPGCrVMjxKS50vK-SW2-d_4D5BdpqDN48HZWnsTM0fW8BtVNW4PPCMBW2LM-V96gHN0-W1CL-4Q8Bp4ktW4wCb-R1x7mXjW9903TG1z4Rv2V630By3VsFNRW3fLh-y4yTWfPW5_RT0H3sc1GVW8whh6Z44yWr4W7XVQ5l81w6LjW5C07JS3TFQs3VQSt1Z3Xz5GHN46rv2Kx1f8qf7bnCcg04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3m_W5MyDst19TdTfW1VTdHC8xY4NBW45GRrM4jDVFcW14v7l-8WZPghW8cK6cc31XYsWW4dsQTH7z3lMgN3LqBYMvZt1tW6sYPBS1w5k2jW3fmVL_2GZW0kW8g18ns6TwTmlW1VT9Z54rcRmJN1L2PY6JMzdKW8cg2Fl1WfYgwW8B4z2x3tfCjlW4gw-hb1KzcLnW87Bm3k1RsZw5VYG-2b5Q6dJVW5Hxgw_30q1xbW500VHN7TMmlGN5sVMdH9jxYTW41DY9Y7nK-MNW9gt4Zn5vnHbQf7kmptg04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3m_W5MyDst19TdTfW1VTdHC8xY4NBW45GRrM4jDVFcW14v7l-8WZPghW8cK6cc31XYsWW4dsQTH7z3lMgN3LqBYMvZt1tW6sYPBS1w5k2jW3fmVL_2GZW0kW8g18ns6TwTmlW1VT9Z54rcRmJN1L2PY6JMzdKW8cg2Fl1WfYgwW8B4z2x3tfCjlW4gw-hb1KzcLnW87Bm3k1RsZw5VYG-2b5Q6dJVW5Hxgw_30q1xbW500VHN7TMmlGN5sVMdH9jxYTW41DY9Y7nK-MNW9gt4Zn5vnHbQf7kmptg04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3pFMWWLqFyKCqYW1VfrD62d7hr5W7CG57L3rCbJ9W3TVJV18_F53wW385TVn4gcmfbN6gMpqV_2Fr5V4xYTW1rHXj0W49Dmbr2YlthxW547Mzq5rF7dYW26xHgl3prDmfW4DW3gX4Q-xZxW8VzyRp7G9brwW1QL8316vWl7WW8mC-MZ2pM3MTW6z5WvS5dRG7pW2vfbTr6y9b2JW5SsyLx2VcqnQW3XVGgr3c6rYGW5GLS8z2vvPRbW2G0clP6jWyxxW6wppYs7QvzGcW9bNgZQ1dVhb6f9jj5mP04
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emotional learning.  

 

The benefits of participating in the Stock Market Game extend far beyond the competition 

itself. Students develop essential skills such as research, analysis, risk assessment, and 

decision-making, all while cultivating a deeper understanding of economic principles and 

market dynamics. Moreover, the experience fosters a sense of financial responsibility and 

prepares students for future endeavors in academia, career, and personal finance. 

 

There will be a cash prizes for the top five teams in Montana: 

 

--1st Place: $500 per team 

--2nd Place: $300 per team 

--3rd Place: $200 per team 

--4th Place: $100 per team 

--5th Place: $75 per team 

 

$50 Visa Gift Cards will be presented to teams 6-10 and top Class C, Class B, Class A, Class 

AA, and Junior High teams. Rewards will also be provided to the most improved team’s 

stock price from the mid-way point. Prizes and team fees are covered by Glacier Banks, 

First Security Bank Bozeman, Valley Bank of Helena, First Security Bank Missoula, Frist 

Bank of Montana, and Western Security Bank.  

 

An optional teacher professional development training will be offered via zoom with tips and 

tools on teaching investing with teacher stipends sponsored by Robinhood.  

 

Big Sky Biz Sim Begins Next Wednesday, February 7—Register Today 

Now is the time to register to participate in the Big Sky Biz Sim presented by First 

Interstate Bank. Presented by the Montana Council on Economic Education (MCEE), the Big 

Sky Biz Sim is Montana’s premiere student business simulation. This is an in-class business 

simulation where students make all of the operating decisions for their business to produce, 

sell and distribute widgets. 

 

How does the Biz Sim work? 

 

Timing: 10-week class simulation from February 7-April 10, 2024, students submit inputs 

online every Wednesday by 4 p.m. Team registrations required by January 30, 2024. 

 

Who: This program has a long history of success for business teachers bringing business 

concepts alive on understanding income statements, balance sheets, and applying 

strategies to maximize profits and minimize expenses while managing debt, ethical 

questions, hiring and quality control. It equally engages students in economics and personal 

finance. 

 

 

https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3kvW37p4Ws497Zp3W1srSRc6PLtGdW9cyRNG9bsYmtW51hlwh5HDV_6W6GHNpy8GPRGCN8MVMRKB72hJW50H5gc7PHr6hW9h3F8y41S9ZrW4sG15p1cmSypW1Gw1N24J1ZBBW3LRXRN8N2_b_W93Nsr84sSjKwW11YBrP3LvVGZW2Q4fb28ZQxBbW93h45c5v9G69W64vCG08Ty17ZW76Pdmj69c7yrW11wRrB3f5GSxW4hc57c2pFC2nW8HWpJb61QpbyW8hqYYJ5D4CcVVhqqVY5QHt6BW1L4vLx3qMFZFW4kkWNn4P6Lcyf7pb4Y404
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3lwW5y9PmG3gjFhqW62zP9-2KD3SPW7kmJ_s1JBBTfW8qyLrK1SQPcCW3jGrwS4XYlPVW3B5ML750dr_YW5lBw793FgSJdW82mWsn5zRt2PW2dr3b8613WRCW2nk8Nr1hW-jQW7BstNh40Ztf8VyblFg5J5_VxW3SHrfv98_JDPW7Y1-qT8VrThLW8VCHW06Q3Pb-W2bVnTw6jMVT_W36jnX01-mGB5W8gtmH73lQgW7W4Q5WJh3GJVDkW5t2RRJ1Lrc_PW7vs_Ll2Fs4LvW3rFkML4rNkCldVrcH404
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3lFW5h7k0J1T-SdbW56tDRV8z5-t0W76kg7L9cqgRwW2Tf88f8P4sW7W4QJXKP3YFsbQN1rYSkGfssPkVKLpDh6HHW3wW7RPsR73pc3T3N60-6mGqvXJzW1n4l0454FfjzW2pZWm08fTX6PW7yTdbX7SZvpKW1CslJr81f4mkW76097C647W2lW4jH0kt5XnSNSV-S7095YFvQHW1ZG3fb3tbwGBW2x-QQ07R8rwcW7PbP3V5WwNjdVYSMz77nffvHW61Zw-64H_RxyW8PHP1y4yqkRrW2XK0f_8F2_m3W95RNym29nvclf6d9tRx04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3lFW5h7k0J1T-SdbW56tDRV8z5-t0W76kg7L9cqgRwW2Tf88f8P4sW7W4QJXKP3YFsbQN1rYSkGfssPkVKLpDh6HHW3wW7RPsR73pc3T3N60-6mGqvXJzW1n4l0454FfjzW2pZWm08fTX6PW7yTdbX7SZvpKW1CslJr81f4mkW76097C647W2lW4jH0kt5XnSNSV-S7095YFvQHW1ZG3fb3tbwGBW2x-QQ07R8rwcW7PbP3V5WwNjdVYSMz77nffvHW61Zw-64H_RxyW8PHP1y4yqkRrW2XK0f_8F2_m3W95RNym29nvclf6d9tRx04


The decision inputs are matched against other teams competing across Montana for the 

highest stock market price at the end of eight quarters, (weeks in the simulation). 

 

The Biz Sim software and game has been in schools in Montana since 2000 with over 

28,000 students participating with the support of the Montana State Chamber Foundation. 

It was formerly called the High School Business Challenge. Thanks to First Interstate Bank 

for covering all team fees and prizes in 2024. 

 

There will be a cash prize for the top three teams in Montana: 

 

--1st Place: $500 per team 

--2nd Place: $250 per team 

--3rd Place: $100 per team 

 

Industry winners will receive a $50 Visa Gift Card. 

 

Register today for the Spring 2024 Big Sky Biz Sim.  

 

Applications are Now Open for Code.org’s Professional Learning Program—

Scholarships Available for Montana Teachers  

Applications are now open for Code.org’s Professional Learning Program for middle and high 

school educators! Explore the CS curriculum and collaborate with educators of all 

experience levels to develop lesson plans and hone your teaching strategies for the 2024-

2025 academic year. 

 

What is the Professional Learning Program? Hosted by highly trained facilitators, our 

professional development workshops will prepare you to confidently bring CS to your 

students as well as connect with an online and in-person community of peers. Most 

workshops have scholarship funding available. 

 

Elementary teachers can sign-up for a one-day workshop near you. Applications are not 

required for Computer Science Fundamentals workshops and take place throughout the 

country, year-round. 

 

Middle and high school teachers will begin with a five-day workshop on Computer Science 

Discoveries, Computer Science Principles, or AP Computer Science A in the summer, with 

academic year workshops thereafter. 

 

Computer Science Discoveries offerings— 

--June 17-21: Boise, Idaho 

--June 24-28: Virtual 

--July 22-26: Virtual 

--July 29-August 2: Tukwila, Washington 

 

https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3lJVXJdF-4n5nbkW59h9bR4GMwh6W24jRG425cc31W55WkNG5b4ft6W8cJtcn1QRqwmW85hwbk20SH8rW3sm3MC7cMBfwMdl73kKZ8Y-VdppLP7dbQYDVwH49w1B50CXW4h7rfF2mzpxFW5vMN1K2Pk-X9W8GScF-5JvshtW6j6q-c67TdZwVrj_-l5Qzz8lW5FBTLn3kCBy_W8kkqDn43grx6VVHnGG325nwNVfdR3M69LnhkW7tBCQn2bVtTzW97Vd7h7cYr1JW1SCFw66fjRRtW83x-Nf5bhfrqVL-mkj3bn7MTf3XBPMj04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2z3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3mcW7jX84n7dtgZCW2LXp6R7M1tGhW44vbD61hm8HVW7sbhHt1zgVkTN6J_zH_VXdb3Vq2D0x1f_-NLW78tyWb12SBhlW47fGtH2kxKyzW3Vd0fw4XQk9fW5KLkw67fyD0KVS9fQ62XYmB5W6TzSGL6ZfdSTVkJpQh3QlnwQN1Yg9HkzcNwJW7jC6Wk42S6l2W36hVl72S_723W7YgFMw8x6N_8W8JBBkt6rg1dmW1csVdP3d8syRVYDxtj6cm29_W6jxXzb6cJDzKW2Jkfn04MDgpsW7F748g2sw9fcVz5psj5Lt-wPW4LXCyv92cs_tW36qWwc10jt1gf4lfH9Y04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3lKW79bKFP50_BlmW7Gz_S_6m6kBpW2mtfQL8hTlkjW8YF4_Z1WKgqpW2Hz8nH35kQXnN8kN1p0g5t9FW653l1v4TyjLmW3SVPhy8wpPYkVjZbjj146Nz8W8H4CWF93JtXcN2B4cP7lBKf1W1YmLtf99t3bfN5Px75gDQNK6W67Fmcn7yRCnwW5ThmrS7MRNXvW3Hj5Jl2NFyCPW2xKyJK6gJV91W7SMkDp418m6_W1zqsV4200cgWW58STX25mvYvhW5JP-h-8Xd44BW8VHv-y8wCbRCVYBC-Y6Slq34W5MwJ2C4mhy33f3CSMrT04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2z3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3l3W7Csr2r3V1Tn4W6_fRx67sfS-1V6NVmk78c43NW1vQ9lb3LblSgN2qLrVFKMzl4W1Bk4K77JhYzWW4l-2dm96Z23FW90-SCz5z4XtZW5CFJ264C7qFtW6lsdG14tZrlgW4PWgVP3WBkFQW655qrM1ZbFpqW3D6X7N7V48K_W2dzjwS1bJ_wGW7s_y-h9hM6wLW4jN8sc6BBHZNW3QwLkF7DwtrGW7cTz2p8kTwygW63SPst1bMz_yW1tRdvL6FZTMzW4SgwP-8ThyKJW1Q8TNJ3gzSzqW4v2MrS5QWXSLVNwRVH7Z_zpfW5Szv0Y8tpX7RW8MGNPX7FNrwmf1-fjrg04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3nbW4mgHZl4rZj13W6n-9PV6KG2_mW6x2h7X4zkvhlW4jjWht8C6p_XW2HWq8P6N-mp7W2-zw4R7tWz4FW4DXQ594tZFl1W1NN8S-64rRRxW8R8Kqy50-k18W4KDM345g5gLbN2HvZHNyKrQkW7WND8R67QvMBW79rjyV1w_rY_W3_Y8XM3tc1_BW8ghDWF2Y7Qg1W7Nwsk17TZbPkW8xDzMY7wvhwtVVXRgl7Bs0xBW3bgv0k452GMmW88Sf162Xk5FXN2xLR1v6FRFvW4P8xyf5sZJ5-f88KDmb04


--August 17-October 2: Virtual 

 

Computer Science Principles offerings— 

--June 17-21: Boise, Idaho 

--June 24-28: Virtual 

--July 22-26: Virtual 

--July 29-August 2: Tukwila, Washington 

 

AP Computer Science A offerings— 

--June 17-21: Boise, Idaho 

--June 24-28: Virtual 

--July 29-August 2: Tukwila, Washington 

 

The cost of CSA, CSD or CSP is $1,500/person. This covers the tuition of both the summer 

and academic year workshops (9 total days of training). Any travel, lodging, or food costs 

for in-person trainings are separate. Scholarship opportunities are available to cover the 

costs of Code.org training tuition for qualified applicants.  

 

Scale to New Learning Heights at the Edtech Event of the Year—ISTELive 24 

Registration and housing for ISTELive 24, June 23-26, 2024, in Denver and online are now 

open. ISTELive 24 will be held at the Colorado Convention Center in downtown Denver. 

Lodging for ISTELive 24 is available at many downtown Denver hotels. 

 

At ISTELive, you will scale to new learning heights during 1,000+ strategy-packed sessions 

that will help you meet the needs of all students. Plus, become more confident with the 

latest tech for learning as you explore online tools during hands-on sessions, live demos, 

and how-to presentations. 

 

Maximize your learning by adding the Leadership Exchange at ISTELive, the 2024 ASCD 

Annual Conference, the 2024 ASCD Leadership Summit, or ISTE membership to your 

experience. You will save exponentially when you create a custom year-round PD plan. 

 

Register now at our best price of the year; both the live and virtual early-bird registration 

rates end March 1.  

 

New Substance Prevention Content from EVERFI 

EVERFI has partnered with Truth Initiative, the public health organization behind the 

nationally recognized truth youth tobacco and opioid prevention and education campaign, to 

add two new lessons to Vaping: Know the truth. 

 

Why it matters: Vaping cannabis is on the rise. These new lessons address the health risks 

and consequences of short- and long-term cannabis use. The updated curriculum orients 
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students toward choices they can make to better take care of themselves. These modules 

will be available to students who have not started the course, are in progress, or who have 

completed the course previously. 

 

In addition to the two new modules, the original four modules underwent significant 

updates including content updates for factual accuracy, updating versions of existing 

interactive components, and ensuring the course meets our current accessibility standards. 

 

Resources to Explore: 

 

--Course One Pager 

--Vaping: Know the truth Webpage 

--Cannabis Use Fact Sheet (from truth Initiative) 

 

Check out EVERFI’s Quick Start Guide, then get started at everfi.net. Contact 

k12central@everfi.com with any questions.  

 

Apply for a Montana Work-Based Learning Collaborative’s 2024 Teacher 

Externship 

Educator Externships are a unique professional development opportunity where teachers 

are immersed in a company to learn about the skills and competencies needed to succeed 

in that industry or career path. The experience strengthens an educator’s teaching abilities 

and brings relevant, real-world context into the classroom. Externships are often 

transformative for educators, students, and industry partners. Impacting just one teacher 

allows a company to reach between 20-150 students each year. 

 

Please complete the 2024 Montana Teacher Externship Application to pre-register for the 

2024 Teacher Externship Program. Pre-registration does not guarantee you an externship 

since there are limited spots available. You must pre-register through this site and complete 

registration to be considered for the externship. Upon completion of the externship, you will 

be eligible to receive a stipend paid by the Montana Work-Based Learning Collaborative and 

up to 20 OPI renewal units. 

 

See what the 2023 teacher externs have to say about their experiences.  

 

Register Today for the Montana Personal Finance Challenge 

The Montana Council for Economic Education (MCEE), with support from the National 

Council for Economic Education, hosts the Montana Personal Finance Challenge. The 

challenge is an opportunity for students to demonstrate their knowledge of personal finance 

by connecting with other students from across the state in an online competition. 

 

How does the Personal Finance Challenge work? 
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Timing: Registration is open now and students can test anytime following independent 

course preparation. Testing must be completed by April 12, 2024, to compete for cash 

prizes, trip. 

 

Who: MCEE encourages any classroom teaching personal finance to form teams and 

complement their instruction with a chance to win cash prizes. It is a low commitment with 

a great pay-off. 

 

Teams of three-four students will have 35 minutes to complete a 30-question online exam 

covering the principles of personal finance including money management, credit, investing, 

and insurance. 

 

Students earn 10 points for every correct response and 0 points for each incorrect answer. 

Every question must be answered to move on, and students are not able to go back to 

previous questions. 

 

There will be a cash prize for the top three teams in Montana: 

 

--1st Place: $500 per team 

--2nd Place: $250 per team 

--3rd Place: $100 per team 

 

State champions are invited to compete in the national challenge. The 2024 National 

Personal Finance Challenge finals will be hosted in Cleveland, Ohio, on May 19-20, 2024. 

MCEE and its sponsors will cover airline costs while food, lodging, and all events are hosted 

by CEE. 

 

Register today; the Personal Finance Challenge ends April 12.  

 

The Montana Economics Challenge Competition is Now Open—Students Can Win 

Cash Prizes  

The Montana Council for Economic Education (MCEE), with support from the National 

Council for Economic Education, hosts the Economics Challenge Program. The Challenge is 

an opportunity for students to demonstrate their knowledge of Economic Literacy by 

competing with other students across the state in online examinations. Student participants 

receive cash prizes, awards, and accolades. 

 

There are two divisions in the Economics Challenge: 

 

--Adam Smith: For returning competitors, AP, IB, and honors students. 

--David Ricardo: For first-time competitors with no more than one course in economics. 
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How does the Economics Challenge work? 

 

Timing: Registration is open now and students can test anytime following independent 

course preparation. Testing must be completed by April 12, 2024, to compete for cash 

prizes. 

 

Who: MCEE would encourage any classroom teaching Intro or AP Economics to form teams 

and complement their instruction with a chance to win cash prizes. It is a low commitment 

with a great pay-off. 

 

Teams of three-four students will have 35 minutes to complete a 30-question online exam 

covering a broad variety of economic principles. 

 

Students earn 10 points for every correct response and 0 points for each incorrect answer. 

Every question must be answered to move on, and students are not able to go back to 

previous questions. 

 

There will be a cash prize for the top three teams in Montana: 

 

--1st Place: $500 per team 

--2nd Place: $250 per team 

--3rd Place: $100 per team 

 

State champions are invited to participate in the regional competition where top teams 

travel to New York City for the National Economics Challenge. 

 

Register your teams today.  

 

Applications Now Being Accepted for Perkins Rural Reserve Grants for 2023-2024 

Purpose: To create career awareness, recruit, and retain students within a CTE Secondary 

Program of Study that leads to a high skill, high wage, or in demand occupations. 

 

There are currently 176 schools offering over 260 Career and Technical Education courses 

to students in grades 5-8 in our Montana schools. The most offered course is in career 

exploration. Montana does not allocate Perkins’s funding for middle school programs this 

year’s Rural Reserve Grant will be to encourage pathway work for the middle grades. 

 

Schools could use the funds to help: 

 

--establish innovative delivery methods for career exploration, 

--expose students to employability skills earlier, 

--establish foundational elements for work-based learning, 

--improve transitions from middle grades into secondary Career and Technical Education 

 

https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2g3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3m0N4KrYVfGQHv1W3nCPvN7Bgx1WW7MyhJk2l_d-TW4x7F9b34FpB-N2_Q09jYftZTW9jf0jc8Kjfn2W6KzhkK4LmWL2W97SBDQ4b3DjKN6W-xlDzPCvVV4qxw1604Kx9W3vK9qF2hDn3LW6Xlh698WPxJrW4CjwQ37P3qq8W8LqgVv1YZY78W7RS9sS6ym2cdW8vnYh_3npZ10W8pH2-k6CpQfrN6zhNwW3S1VGVGVb9J6wV-6HW5YKVwg7qcHc_N7jC25sDPtslN78Xtp2gwtqwW4MFDRQ7k9BkrW3gbJzt98WkxzdXN4Ms04


pathways. 

 

High School Awards: Grants of up to $5,000 each will be available to secondary Perkins 

eligible: school districts who receive less than $15,000 in Perkins funding Schools will have 

had to complete the Perkins Comprehensive Local Needs Assessment (CLNA) and E-Grant 

application as well. 

 

Middle School Awards: Grants of up to $5,000 each will be available to secondary Perkins 

eligible school districts to support CTE work in the middle grades (5-8). Schools will have to 

complete the Perkins Comprehensive Local Needs Assessment (CLNA) and E-Grant 

application as well for the 2023-2024 Grant cycle. Middle School programs will need to 

apply through their high school district to submit the application. 

 

Districts are only eligible for a total of $5,000 in awards, must have completed the Perkins 

Grant Application for Fiscal Year 24 and receive an allocation of less than $15,000. Grant 

winners notified on an ongoing basis. First reviews will be January 2, 2024. 

 

Use of Funds: Applicants need to show a middle school/ secondary program partnership. 

Money will be granted to the Secondary Program to use for Middle School CTE 

Development/Support.  

 

Click here for the application.  

 

Youth Serve Montana Scholarships 2024 Applications Now Open 

The Governor’s Office of Community Service, Reach Higher Montana, and Montana Campus 

Compact are pleased to offer $125,000 in scholarships for 2024 graduating seniors via the 

Youth Serve Montana Scholarship program. 

 

Up to 100 seniors will receive scholarships for completing volunteer service hours in the 12 

months prior to submitting their application. Students who have completed 50 hours are 

eligible for a $1,000 scholarship, and students who have completed 100 hours are eligible 

for a $1,500 scholarship. 

 

Applications are now being accepted and closes January 31, 2024.  

 

Visit the Youth Serve Montana Scholarship page for complete details and to apply.  

 

NBEA's 2024 Convention Registration for Myrtle Beach is Open 

Registration is now open for the National Business Education Association (NBEA) 2024 

Annual Convention. The NBEA 2024 Convention & Expo will be held Tuesday-Friday, March 

26-29, 2024, at the Sheraton Myrtle Beach Convention Center Hotel in Myrtle Beach, South 

Carolina. Both in-person and virtual participation options are available. 

 

 

https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2T3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3mLW6NLkZh5hP5b8W6wxxCm86T6wPW5v5hFF1CRz7fW5Z0Mct1zn0fhW6VXNYb4YJbYTN3F2NvB3VnNwW5SzRZt7V7xhFW9fFZkP19twd5W5cY65_70D7B4W7Zw_Tg9hjPX0W6y2x4C4bc124W5yVNKv7SDvVhW5TlhFn1rQCf_W838V5h7rX-3KW4gpnRl70Tj63W371YW44fscmrW81pF1d9ccVvjW8byP9L3N4KbQVl42Cs1MWy4HN4_Fkg8JwJmNV1_Tjl8BWfqYW8Yn5Fd7KmP3bW3Rk0Fm6KB613W2wRt9W8_l89jW3D_ZGG8WN6LNW5HVwBC6yhPTcW2FWGxT1DYKLzW53sRFr6ljP1Df6GXckq04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3m2W4Gbc0g5hccNLW1LQY0z6NLL6YV3fHv-6VjQtVVkzGhm4MfRs0N2GYt56VrdTxW4xVVfw8bK0rlW1HXJGJ2Zt24QW3mx0JN2xDXNdW5nbzqx1L8P3dW4DNWWp8SJrbMW5T72VX7Dn95SW35WQkV310S5tN8fBSQymdRXtW2XwVPN3cMhcLW6RdSll73njPPW8Y-67z7js8JvW3M9xRR4VP4nMW5j-0g04Y62mrW7THLdM5grrwcW9lcBfR7TbpF2VjFp5_3Dm3DnW8SRWrx8CxkjBdvHNxn04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3lZV4NFr-652mWPVMJ5YQ1Nv3NXW3f3bnN1Ff2fdW3YWB066Mn7wKW5zrtQ16kyxcSW5B9DCF8ZTK0RW1DZcNM7JlYpvVq6gDG8D8dqwW8zDx8H4T18NCW1jcdDy2r95ZRW84x0d-1-qCn0W3_1DD51ptZHNW8VJ1Zm4_kjvjV6npht36W6Y7W5hBxwC5YLMDHW61RKPd6PdwTWV2lysL52HRfwVqxpHp1LyMPxW8YpkXY8ZS77nW7VF0PL7wDBDKW6Ch40x19MMNlW3qvxjl8cN292dWKygM04
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Get ready for a one-of-a-kind conference experience at the picturesque beach destination of 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Join us for the 2024 NBEA Convention & Expo to combine 

learning, networking, and perhaps a little bit of sand. Soak up the sun, build valuable 

relationships, and gain invaluable knowledge as NBEA goes to the beach. 

 

Now included with the in-person registration: 

 

--Continental Breakfast Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

--Lunch Wednesday, Thursday & Friday Awards Luncheon 

--Wednesday evening welcome reception 

--Transportation on Wednesday evening to Broadway at the Beach 

--Thursday Networking Event: Rooftop Dinner at RipTydz 

 

Virtual registrants can attend sessions from the comfort of their own homes. Sessions will 

be broadcast live via ZOOM! Select whether you plan to attend the event live, in Myrtle 

Beach, or virtually when you register. 

 

All attendees will have access to session broadcasts, and most concurrent sessions will be 

recorded and posted for later viewing for convention registrants. 

 

The Early-bird, NBEA-member rate for in-person registration is $499 and $349 for virtual 

registration The early-bird rates end February 27, 2024. 

 

If participating in-person, rooms at the Sheraton Myrtle Beach Convention Center Hotel can 

be booked for $159+taxes & fees. The convention room block ends February 26, 2024. 

 

Visit the NBEA 2024 Convention & Expo page for complete convention details.  

 

First Submissions for The Prospects 2024 Began Friday, December 1 

The Montana Chamber Foundation is excited to announce the 2024 edition of The Prospects, 

an entrepreneurship competition. With over $75,000 in cash, prizes, and scholarships 

available, this is a great opportunity to get your students’ ideas exposed to business leaders 

in Montana. 

 

Tiana Yates (tiana@montanachamber.com), the Montana Chamber Empowered Coordinator, 

will be your main contact for this year’s competition. You do not have to be teaching 

Empowered to participate in the contest. 

 

The Prospects includes both a high school and a middle school division. The Fall competition 

is open now with submissions being accepted beginning December 1, 2023. Submission will 

be judged as they are submitted with finalists being announced on February 1, March 1, 

and April 1. The 2024 Virtual Awards Ceremony will be held April 24, 2024. 

 

https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3mFV8mtjw6BThcnW8p4QKG72jW6cW584LnP7Lj2VPW2394VS33D-K3W5RL8db66hmjgW5R2kwF4PgLwpW8WvqGG1Qsv_GW6VDL8W7YrynWW69jzKZ4CCrT7W8zG5p46Kb61hW3Z7Kq16MpzrbMhF6cFPMcSMW3phX3B7YrB3yW1Rf3Km2HsCcnW7rxw4z5t4G28W5MXvKK1q2xFSW1Nd3841L36zHW8zGKS85YZRkGW8LKW7F5xN6yFW3Grl8n5ZZWrTW2_x74k11SD72W5VCg6c6RzLcxf7Xz-F404
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B145kBVqW50kH_H6lZ3p2VVcCwN8BXdxtW6Q4h5j2xzFG_W8xhcg62PHH8gW46SY317C18TlW5V3tQ76gdGZDW1xXW9431ygYzW4Q0nsQ5tqF4sW3gTg1Y4K9m1VW2synkJ3SPQ34VZj_Cd4VK8r4VSSd0t4kh8G5W1bc3hm1qsw2FW6_lsR37qwHmpW4Hk2Y_3tJVCKW8XR9nB9cqnCHW3pxTgr3RydzDW6qJ_RN4f1dgjW6yN7p61T5tbSW1X-JQP7D3MqlW8mRGWj8HZzr-W5NzwSL9jmGT9N36PYf3K9v4pVn8gY_5vnHGYW5ng1jb2Gr3bxW5Rxhq28jbtCxW7fCbG426264sW3sR3nT2gNyNlW8slqtF1gnkgvW936tfF1RDTjGW5c9D4T4fnw6tVj_ttS2rWn7HW1l_NZd1H1xjSf3WsW8W04
https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B1-3m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3nBW3NPfYb5Cgx6yW4CZZ465vNhp9W6ZC10J5YkR9qW7tWFQ03NlhVRN2PCsdjZp_YWW8vwfpJ3r8V6LW4B8vzS83j2nVW4jWb9H4m2XNYW3vxHZQ1PLy8dW5w6ZCc6thBw5N12JN2_WZXmhW42Hryn2-TGHtN5MpV_3vmlzJTjSZ57ypJFNW6rLqm73SThvhW2t0p2r3VqqgjW1RJbyJ5BLJzBW7DWhMp5y584KW4v-Pch30D_rPW5Ygdq48Svdd3W4xq-VK5JKn8kW89VGdq5hv9krf2FxP9Y04
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Key Dates for The Prospects 2024 

 

--December 1: First Submission Date 

--February 1, March 1, & April 1: Advancements Announced 

--March 15: Final Submission Date 

--April 25: Virtual Awards Show 

--May 19-21: In-person competition in Bozeman for the Grand Champion prize 

 

The Prospects categories for the High School level include 

 

Existing Business Idea: Any high school students already running their own small business. 

Pitch your business and how you intend to grow and sustain it moving forward. 

 

New Business Idea: Do you have the next big thing? We want high school students to reach 

for stars and come up with the next amazing, new idea. 

 

Hack My State: Take time to help us come up with solutions for one of our state’s biggest 

concerns right now, Childcare. Come up with a solution that could help solve the problem 

for finding childcare all across Montana. 

 

School Enterprise: Does your school, class or club run a business? If so, tell us why it exists 

and ways to improve or expand to benefit your school. 

 

At the Middle School level, the Junior Prospects competition categories include 

 

Design Challenge (6th grade only): 6th graders will be tasked to combine three items and 

let their creativity shine. Create the next big thing and help innovate Montana. 

 

Hack My School (7th & 8th grade): Let’s be solution makers. We want you to take a deep 

dive into your school and come up with a realistic and attainable solution to make your 

school better for everyone. 

 

Vacant Lot (7th & 8th grade): Like Hack My School, but we want you to look at your 

community to be the next generation of change makers. Look at the vacant lots, existing 

buildings, and other areas of your community and pitch to us your solution to make your 

hometown better. 

 

Existing Business Idea (6th-8th grade): Any middle school students already running their 

own small business. Pitch your business and how you intend to grow and sustain it moving 

forward. 

 

Eligibility: Any of Montana's high school and middle school students are encouraged to 

submit their innovative ideas and solutions or enter their existing businesses. 
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Submissions: Pitch Video (2 minutes or less), Business Summary (1,000 words max.), a 

Waiver Form signed by an Educator and/or Parent or Guardian, and a completed W-9 Form. 

 

Complete contest and submission details can be found on The Prospects page of the 

Montana Chamber Foundation website. 

 

For questions, please contact Tiana Yates at tiana@montanachamber.com. 

 

Each participant will receive an extensive digital resource handbook specifically designed for 

this seminar. The handbook includes: 

 

--Sample prompts and strategies for using AI tools to create engaging and personalized 

business lessons that cater to individual student learning needs 

 

--Ideas and resources on how to make the best use of AI tools in your classroom 

 

--Descriptions and overviews of the AI tools covered in the seminar as well as additional 

tools to consider for specific business ed content areas 

 

--Ways to use AI to automate routine administrative tasks, allowing more time for teaching 

and student learning 

 

--Practical strategies and tutorials to more effectively introduce AI tools to business ed 

students  

 

Fun Facts & Trivia 

Haleakala National Park is located on the east side on the Island of Maui, in Hawaii. 

  

Haleakala National Park was established on the island of Maui to preserve the outstanding 

features of Haleakala Crater. 

  

“Haleakala” means “House of the Sun” in Hawaiian. 

  

The legend goes that a demigod named Maui, with help from his grandmother, seized the 

sun slowing its journey through the sky which lengthened the day. 

  

Haleakala is a gigantic shield volcano, actually accounting for more than 75% of the island 

of Maui. 

  

While there are many different theories about when exactly Haleakala last erupted, the 

current general consensus is that the last eruption took place sometime between 1480-

1600. 

  

 

https://d5j0ry04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j0RY04/MV_KvX7CyjLW8FKNlL88FzKBW6klx5358Z2-BN2v9B2z3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3nsN8Fg8plP1ngZW2hlsWl5nBJ1MW2Mf1J76RVCj8W75yVB86wlLh8W4Wblkm4N3jv0W4jkNLW7zrTtLW5jKVXR2Jzl78Vl2Y7B4xBPsSW8KCXM35zthK1W33xR-K6Kc5x2W6rGdgG6N2-syW3VVRlX23QtRHN4khW2RLrHffW21YdT-3shWQvW2LC8zR6V_yC9N6nV2fHMwhGbW4nshjW8gMxF4W62nt7p8Nbsq8W1GnmG_3CpmnfN7qn_qyztxQvW4bg4Jr32RF4QW85RXyM69S-8FW4S_tRj79QgMmW6tpm334ZTM-wN1_MRz72vHD1W5K-JR_1YQ0zxf1NlNz804
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Haleakala National Park extends from the 10,023-foot summit of Haleakala and down the 

southeast flank of the mountain to the Kipahulu coast near Hana. 

  

Haleakala, originally part of Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, was re-designated as a 

separate entity on July 1, 1961. 

  

Haleakala National Park was designated an International Biosphere Reserve in 1980. 

  

Of its 28,655 acres, 19,270 are wilderness. 

  

Later additions to the park gave protection to the unique and fragile ecosystems and rare 

biotic species of Kipahulu Valley, the scenic pools along Obeo Gulch, and the coast. 

  

Visitors can see bananas growing in the wild along the park’s Pipiwai Trail. 

  

Green sea turtles are abundant on the island of Maui but are a bit tricky to spot in 

Haleakala National Park as there is limited space for them to come ashore inside park 

boundaries. 

  

Do not touch the green sea turtles and give them their space as they are federally 

protected animals and the penalty for touching them is steep. 

  

Also located on the Pipiwai Trai is the Haleakala Banyan Tree. 

  

This massive banyan tree draws folks in from all over the world and is estimated to be over 

100 years old with branches that stretch over 60 feet long. 

  

Haleakala National Park is also home to the Seven Sacred Pools of ʻOheʻo, a series of pools 

fed by cascading waterfalls. 

  

Cascading some 400 feet down to the forest floor is the beautiful Waimoku Falls in the 

Kīpahulu area of the park. 

  

As the most beautiful waterfall on the island of Maui, hiking to Waimoku Falls is one of the 

best things to do in Haleakala National Park 

  

First established in 1961, the Haleakalā Observatory, also known as the Haleakalā High 

Altitude Observatory Site, is Hawaii's first astronomical research observatory. 

  

Situated at the summit of Haleakalā at 10,010 feet above sea level, it is above one-third of 

the Earth’s troposphere and has excellent astronomical seeing conditions. 

  

The observatory is owned by the Institute for Astronomy of the University of Hawaiʻi, which 

operates some of the facilities on the site and leases portions to other organizations. 



Tenants include the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) and the Las Cumbres 

Observatory Global Telescope Network (LCOGTN). 

  

Also located at the Haleakalā Observatory is the Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope (DKIST), 

a scientific facility for studies of the Sun. 

  

Known as the Advanced Technology Solar Telescope (ATST) until 2013, it was named after 

Daniel K. Inouye, a US Senator for Hawaii. 

  

It is the world's largest solar telescope, with a 4-meter aperture. 

  

The DKIST is funded by the National Science Foundation and managed by the National Solar 

Observatory. 

  

The total project cost was $344.13 million and is a collaboration of numerous research 

institutions. 

  

Some test images were released in January 2020, with the end of construction and the 

transition into scientific observations being announced in November 2021. 

  

 

  

Issues of the Wednesday Reader are archived on the Montana Business Education 

Association (MBEA) website at www.mbea.info. The Wednesday Readers are under the 

Newsletter section and listed most recent first. 
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